
Welcome to Year 1 

A meeting to get to know the teaching team and 

learn about life in Year 1



Meet the team

Teachers: Mrs Garcia (Monday to Wednesday) 

Mrs Arnott (Thursday and Friday)

Teaching Assistants: Mrs Bunton and Mrs Djafari



Class page on website

 TO BE ADDED WHEN WEBSITE IS UPDATED



Routines

 Arrival time at 8.40 to 8.45. Children will do a busy fingers activity. 

 Please leave children with the teacher at the door. We do not allow 

adults in to the building at drop off/ pick up

 This half-term we will be ensuring the afternoon lessons have an 

independently-led element to ensure smooth transition from EYFS.

 We will share regular updates on the class page about what we have 

been doing in class!



Long term plan



Curriculum Overview 

• This half term –

• English: Jasper’s Beanstalk by Nick Butterworth and Mick Inkpen
Sam Plants a Sunflower by Kate Perry and Axel Scheffler
(Lists, labels and captions)

Puffin Peter – Petr Horacek
(Narrative)

Purple is…. By anonymous
Poetry

• Maths: counting, ordering, comparing, number bonds

• History: What does it take to be a great explorer? (Ranulph Fiennes, 
Amy Johnson, Bessie Coleman, Neil Armstrong, Matthew Henson)

• RE: the creation story and looking after our planet for future 
generations/ Christmas



Curriculum Overview 

• Computing: developing their keyboard and mouse skills. They will 

also be considering how to use technology responsibly.

• Art and DT: self portrait/ drawing using different tools and 

mediums, exploring different textures

• Science: identifying, describing and comparing the physical 

properties of different materials

• Geography: investigating the physical and human features of our 

local area, identifying different types of housing, exploring our 

school and the ground and creating a simple map. Identifying 

where we live on a map of the UK



Timetable



Trips

• Autumn –

History workshop based on our explorers topic

Local area walk linked to Geography 

Visit to St Albans Cathedral

• Spring –

Visiting speakers to link with RE

Visit to Batchwood woods to link in with Plants topic in science

• Summer –

Visiting speaker linked to animals topic in science

Visit to St Albans Cathedral to learn about our local area and Verulamium 
Park

Visit to Whipsnade Zoo to link with Animals topic in science



English



English



Maths



Phonics

 Phonics workshop Thursday 18th September at 3.15pm

in which we will speak about phonics in detail

 The children learn in small groups and follow the Little 

Wandle phonics scheme

• Year 1 phonics screening check June 2026 – (there will 

be a meeting to explain the phonics check on Thursday 

16th April at 3.15pm)



Phonics



Physical Education

 Days – Monday and Thursday

 Please come to school dressed in your PE kit  

Physical Education is an essential part of the 

curriculum and necessary for a healthy life style. 



Home Learning

 Reading for at least 10 minutes a day. Please 

sign reading record (Give Me Ten) 

 Maths Magicians – rehearsal of key base facts 

is essential –children will have a weekly quiz 

so 10 minutes daily practice is a must.

 Weekly phonics and maths tasks to recap on 

learning from the previous week. Tasks should 

take no more than 30 minutes.

 Home learning will be given out on Friday and 

is to be handed in the following Wednesday.



Rewards

 Our Learning powers and values: resilience, self –

belief, curiosity, respect for others, kindness 

 Certificates given every Friday for ‘Learner of the 

week’ in celebration assembly and Jigsaw skill of the 

week

 House points

 Class dojos



Enrichment Opportunities

Batchwood walk

History makers 

workshop

Whipsnade Zoo

Trip to St Albans 

cathedral and 

Verulamium 



Diary Dates

 Thursday 18th September - Phonics workshop (3.15pm)

 Friday 19th September - Jeans for Genes Day

 Monday 6th October - Wondrous Writing Week (work alongside your child 9:00am)

 Tuesday 21st October - Parent consultations

 Thursday 23rd October - Parent consultations



 Monday 27th - Friday 31st October - Half term



 Monday 24th November - Marvellous Maths Week (working alongside your child 9:00am)

 Monday 1st December - Occasional Day

 Wednesday 10th December - Winter music concert 2:30pm

 Wednesday 10th December - Open classrooms after school until 4:00pm

 Friday 19th December - End of term 1:30pm

Phonics Screening check – June 2026

Class Sharing Assembly: Thursday 11th June



Safety Online

See e-safety page of our

School website.



Key Messages

 High expectations lead to progress.  

 Attendance Target: 97% (at least!)

 Developing a ‘growth mindset’ by encouraging good mistakes. 

Encouraging good behaviour for learning (perseverance, managing 

distractions, motivation, positivity) Positive focus on our learning 

powers and values

 Uniform

 Supporting our children to be organised and independent.



Any Questions?


