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"Respect, Self-Belief, Curiosity, Kindness and Resilience"

Friday 2nd May 2025
Dear Sir David Attenborough, 

I do hope this letter and batch of birthday cards find you in great health.

My name is Emily Lyle and I am Outdoor Learning and Sustainability Lead at Margaret Wix School, St Albans. A little birdy told us that you were celebrating a very special day next week and so my after school Eco Club have made you some birthday cards; I do hope you enjoy them. 

We are SO passionate about sustainability and eco-friendly initiatives at school and are immensely impressed with all that you stand for and all that you have achieved in your life. So much so, that we have one of our four school houses named after you! Our theme is ‘inspirational people’ and should you be interested, the other houses are named after Greta Thunberg, Marcus Rashford and Sky Brown. But neither of those special icons is turning 99 this year, so you certainly get the special treatment. As a National Treasure, we hope that you are having a truly wonderful series of celebrations! 

If I may be so bold as to proudly outline some of the incredible work we are doing at school; it is a rare occasion to have the honour of writing to someone so brilliant, as yourself. 

At the start of this academic year, I rolled out a half-termly eco focus for the school and we have seen food wastage (with a new vegan and vegetarian-friendly menu introduced), carbon cutting, litter picking and recycling, water usage and sustainable modes of transport being tackled, to name a few! As well as that, we have had over 250 tree saplings planted by our children – each child in school got to plant their own tree; a fantastic legacy for them all and a key display that is now featured in our school reception area. We have also had a cherry orchard and wildflower gardens planted at various points throughout our vast (and very wonderful!) green space across the school and our school gardening club have been working had to harvest the vegetables that are being grown in our allotment to then pass onto the school kitchen for lunch times. I am hoping to obtain a grant in the near future to help us get solar panels installed at school as I am increasingly aware of their benefits and have been told we have ‘desirable roofing’ for the cause…we shall see! Limited school budgets are not allowing me to move as quickly with this initiative as I would like, as I’m sure you are aware. 
That being said, we are proud of our ‘small school with a big heart’ and will continue to work tirelessly towards becoming ever more sustainable. 
Thank you for everything; your dedication and message is consistently inspiring and respected worldwide. Our children hear you and aspire to be better and do better for our world, and that, in my opinion, is all that matters. 
Happy 99th Birthday, Sir David. I hope it is fabulous for you. 

With warmest wishes, 

Emily Lyle and Margaret Wix’s Eco Club
High Oaks, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL3 6EL

Tel: 01727 759232

Email: admin@margaretwix.herts.sch.uk
Headteacher: Claire Gibbs
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